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MALTA TENPIN BOWLING ASSOCIATION

2010 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 2010 National Individual Tenpin Bowling Championships will be solely organised and conducted by the Malta Tenpin Bowling Association. The Tournament will be played at the Eden SuperBowl, St. Julian’s, starting on Thursday the 1st July 2010.
Eligibility

The event is open to all amateur bowlers, who must already possess, on the closing date of entries, a valid Maltese passport and who are bona fide MTBA members. Passports may be requested for presentation at any Stage of the Tournament. Two separate sections will be run concurrently, one for men and one for ladies.

Format

The MTBA National Championships are to be competed on a ‘scratch’ basis, over three 8-game sessions played on Thursday 1st July starting at 20:00, Saturday 3rd July at 14:00, and Sunday 4th July at 09:30, for a total of 24 games. Two different lane conditions (referred to as ‘long’, ‘short’ or ‘dual’ oil) will be implemented for these Championships, whereby the first eight games will be played on short oil, the second eight on long oil, while dual lane conditions will be used for the third session, short oil on the left lane of each pair, and long oil on the right lane.
Two separate divisions will be held for male and female divisions, although these will run concurrently.

The two eventual winners of the Male and Female categories will be declared the 2010 MTBA National Champions.

Closing Date

The closing date for the receipt of entries will be at 18:00hrs sharp on Wednesday 30th June 2010. All entry forms must be handed to a Committee Member by this time. The tournament lane draws will be drawn by MTBA officials at 18:30hrs, also on Wednesday 30th June 2010.
Ties for Placing

Ties for placing in the final classifications will be decided by the highest last game. Should this still result in a tie then the highest penultimate game will decide qualifying position, and so on until the tie is broken.
The appropriate Entry Fee (vide Form below) is to accompany said Entry Form for it to be valid. No requests for refunds will be entertained for any reason whatsoever.  On the contrary, any listed participant who fails to honour his/her commitments to bowl must inform the Tournament Director of the reason in writing and may be reported to the Association's Disciplinary Committee.
Lineage will be charged by the Eden SuperBowl at €2.50 for each game.

Prizes

The first three bowlers of each Section will receive an engraved trophy. Also, the two National Champions will be invited to participate in the European Champions Cup, which is scheduled to be held in Ankara, Turkey between the 25th and 31st October, 2010.
The bowlers who qualify to participate in the ECC will be obliged to carry out an agreed training programme with a designated Coach throughout the final month before travelling abroad to compete in these respective events.
Should either of the champions be unable to represent Malta in these events, for whatever reason, then it is up to the Association’s Technical Board to decide on this matter.

Rules

1) As the Championships are organised and conducted by the MTBA, the general playing rules and regulations, plus the following specific rules, will govern this Tournament.
2) Disputes must be settled immediately and before the bowlers on those lanes continue bowling. In the event of no agreement being reached, the Tournament Director's decision will be final. Where necessary, a provisional ball shall be rolled.
3) Any individual whose conduct is considered to be derogatory to the best interest of the sport, on or off the lanes, may be disqualified from the Tournament and will be reported to the Association's Disciplinary Committee.
4) Protests must be submitted in writing to the Tournament Director within thirty minutes of the game in which the infraction occurred.
5) There will be no movement from one lane to another while bowling is in progress. This is allowed only when the Tournament Director announces so, and will occur after every game. Bowlers on odd numbered lanes will move one pair left, with those on even numbered lanes moving one pair to the right.
6) Throughout the Tournament, no alcoholic drinks or smoking will be permitted during the day’s bowling sessions.  Time permitting between games, bowlers may leave the players area for a non-alcoholic drink, but they must return to their lanes before their next game starts.
7) The Tournament Director shall allow no unreasonable delay in the progress of any game. Should a bowler refuse to proceed with the game, after being directed to do so, such game shall be declared forfeited.
8) Should there be a lane breakdown, then it will be at the sole discretion of the Tournament Director as to how and where play will continue.
9) Ten minutes practice will be allowed at the start of each block of games.
10) All 20 lanes may be utilised, but the SuperBowl management shall endeavour to keep at least one pair of vacant lanes between competition lanes and ‘open’ bowlers during the Championships. 

11) Use of talcum powder, or any similar substance, is prohibited.
12) Should an MTBA sponsor supply a free T-shirt/polo shirt to each competitor, then it will be obligatory to wear the sponsor’s ‘shirt’ throughout the Tournament. In any event, no individual may accept a sponsorship from any competitor of the Tournament’s sponsor. All competitors must bowl in suitable bowling attire; I.E. men are to wear full length trousers. Moreover, shorts, 3/4-length trousers and jeans are strictly prohibited for all competitors. Ladies are permitted to bowl in suitable skirts or divided skirts (skorts). Collar-less and sleeveless shirts are also prohibited for all competitors
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

I, the undersigned, agree to abide by the rules of the 2010 National Championships Entry Form and enclose the appropriate Entry Fee as below :

Under-16 as at 1st January 2010: € 25.00
Under-19 as at 1st January 2010: € 35.00
All other participants: € 60.00
Name  ________________________

Maltese Passport Number  ________________

Passport Expiry Date  ________________

Signature  ______________________

I acknowledge receipt of your Entry to the 2010 National Championships.

Bowler Name  ________________________________         

Rec’d By _________________________
Signature  ______________________

Entry Fee Paid - € __________         

Date  ________________

